
Information on how to obtain an Area 
Access Permit for Recreational use of 
Range Complex Training Areas. 

Tele: (253) 967-6277 

 Range Control 

AREA  
   ACCESS 
  GUIDE 
 

JBLM Range Control 

Joint Base Lewis-McChord  
Range Complex 

The Range Complex rests on 64,000 acres 

of land, broken down into 32 separate 

training areas, 14 indirect firing points, 

and 65 direct fire ranges.  

21 of the Training Areas are at times open 

for civilian recreational use that does not 

conflict with military operations. Activi-

ties include hiking, horseback riding, dog 

training, wildlife and vegetation observa-

tion, orienteering, photography, model 

boating, service group camping activities 

(Boy Scouts, etc) 

Hunting, fishing, trapping, and the MWR 

ranges (Skeet Range and privately owned 

weapons Range 15) are authorized in ac-

cordance with FL REG 215-1 with coordi-

nation from North West Adventure Center 

at (253) 967-7744. 

Bldg 4074 Kaufman Ave. 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 98433 
 
Phone: (253) 967-6277 
Monday Thru Friday 9am to 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday 8am to 2pm 
Hours may vary. Call ahead to confirm. 



 

Range Control operates the Area Access 
office to issue permits and grant non-
training access to the Range Complex. Area 
Access is located in Building 4074, at the 
intersection of Stryker and Kaufman Ave-
nues, Main Post Fort Lewis. The telephone 
number is 967-6277. Individuals desiring 
access for authorized activities must register 
in person at Area Access during business 
hours.  Business hours may vary. Call ahead 
to confirm.  

Fort Lewis is a Closed 
Installation… 
Access to Fort Lewis can be obtained by: 

 DoD ID card holder sponsorship 

 Authorization through the Web 

Go online to www.lewis-mcchord.army.mil . 
Select JBLM Main  located under the Visitor 
Center Section and request access to post 
for the purpose of obtaining an Area Access 
Permit. You are required to give 48 hours 
notice so we may process your information. 
When the request is approved you will re-
ceive an email with further instructions. Print 
out the email and bring it with you to the 
Visitor Center located at The Liberty Gate 
exit 120 I-5 to obtain access to JBLM.  

 

How To Obtain an Area 
Access Permit... 

What to bring with you to 

Range Control... 
1. Valid picture identification card 

2. Home address and telephone number 

3. Vehicle identification and license plate num-

ber, if a vehicle is to be brought on post 

Hunting, Fishing & Trapping 
Hunting, fishing, and trapping are controlled by 

Northwest Adventure Center. Northwest Adven-

ture Center is the installation point of contact for 

information on hunting and fishing areas. They 

publish hunting season and license requirements, 

and conduct sportsman check-in and check-out. 

Range Control allocates training areas, drop 

zones, and the Central Impact Area for hunting as 

needed to ensure proper game management dur-

ing pheasant release and modern firearm deer 

seasons. Areas allocated to modern firearm deer 

hunting are closed to both training and other rec-

reational activities. Questions about these events 

can be directed to Northwest Adventure Center at         

(253) 967-7744 

 Range Control 

Bldg 4074 Kaufman Ave. 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord, WA 98433 
 
 
Your Address Line 4 

Phone: (253) 967-6277 
Monday Thru Friday 9am to 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday 8am to 2pm 
Hours may vary. Call ahead to confirm. 
 

Unauthorized Activities 
Civilian paramilitary activities and combat games 

Off-Road vehicle operation to include motorcycles, 

and ATV’s 

Vehicle speed contests on public routes 

Wood cutting or brush removal, without an approved 

permit 

Ultra-Light aircraft flying, hang gliding, hot air balloon-

ing 

Souvenir hunting and metal detecting, including re-

moval of ammunition residue or fragments, archaeo-

logical and cultural artifacts, or geological specimens 

Commercial activities conducted for profit that require 

a real estate agreement or commercial permit per AR 

405-80, including horseback riding rentals or guide 

service, and dog training for reimbursement 
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