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SUBJECT:  Motorcycle Helmet Quick Release Devices
1.  Purpose.  The purpose of this paper is to provide information on aftermarket quick release devices installed on DOT approved motorcycle helmets.
2.  Background.  

The use of unapproved helmet quick release devices surfaced from a reply from the field based on a Preliminary Loss Report (PLR) where the rider's helmet came off during the accident sequence.  After reviewing accidents reports relating to helmets, the data did not provide any fidelity on the existence of these buckles.  Based on the availability of these buckles the Combat Readiness Center decided to research this issue.     

3.  Facts.

      a. Helmet manufactures produce helmets with both "D-rings" and quick disconnect buckles            that meet both the Snell Foundation and FMVSS 218 (DOT) standards.  

b. Only one aftermarket buckle claimed to meet the requirements and exceed the DOT standard.  This buckle also included installation instructions where as the other manufacturers did not. The lack of installation instructions may result in a rider improperly installing the quick release device, adversely affecting the original safety rating of the helmet. 

 b. An inquiry was submitted to the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) of the USA.  They in turn replied only devices that meet or exceed FMVSS 218 (DOT) will be used in MSF approved training.

4.  Conclusion.  Motorcycle Safety Foundation motorcycle training is the standard for all active duty, USAR, and ARNG Soldiers.  MSF clearly stated that only an aftermarket quick disconnect buckle meeting or exceeding the retention standard of FMVSS 218 (DOT) is permissible in their training program. Therefore, if Soldiers use an after market buckle; it must at a minimum, meet the retention standards of FMVSS 218 (DOT).

CW4 Earnest Eakins, Motorcycle Safety Program Manager, Programs and Assessments Division

DSN 558-2781 or commercial (334) 255-2781

