NFPA Fact Sheets
Fireworks
Here is NFPA´s latest information on fireworks, including links to a model state law, NFPA´s fireworks injury report, a Risk Watch® lesson plan for children, and an opportunity to build your own virtual fireworks display.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The dangers of amateur use of fireworks
Fireworks injuries reported to U.S. hospital emergency rooms jumped by 29% in 2000, from 8,500 in 1999 to 11,000 in 2000. Two-fifths of the increase (1,000 additional injuries) were associated with fireworks use in January 2000, presumably related to the celebration of the new millennium. Most of the change—the other three-fifths (1,500 additional injuries)—occurred around and after Independence Day 2000. These new figures underscore the fact that the risk of fireworks use -- measured as a rate of serious injuries per hour of exposure -- ranks with the highest risks of any known product. Any increase in the very limited (one day a year) typical usage pattern results in a large increase in injuries.  Meanwhile, the share of fireworks injuries occurring at public displays remained low (around 3%) for Independence Day 2000. You really must leave fireworks to the professionals. Their shows are spectacular but safe. Amateur displays are unacceptably dangerous, especially to children, whose injury rates, as always, were several times those of adults.
—John R. Hall, Jr., Assistant Vice President, Fire Analysis and Research
[image: George Miller]"Only safe way to enjoy fireworks is at a distance"
Dear Abby" runs a letter from NFPA President George Miller on July 1, 2001.
"Start a Prairie Fire of Public Opinion"
NFPA President George Miller says that fireworks should be left to the professionals in his editorial from the May/June 2001 issue of NFPA Journal.
Legal or not, fireworks are too risky for amateurs
Permanent scarring, loss of vision, dismemberment – these are too often the harsh realities of amateur fireworks use. NFPA urges everyone to treat fireworks, whether legal or illegal for consumers, as suitable only for use by trained professionals.
			FIREWORKS FACT: Most fireworks-related injuries do not involve fires that are reported to fire departments. In 1998, for example, an estimated 44 civilians were injured in reported fires caused by fireworks, but fireworks-related injuries reported to hospital emergency rooms alone totaled 8,500 the same year. Source: NFPA report on "Fireworks-Related Injuries, Deaths, and Fires in the U.S."









[image: FireworksChart]Fireworks facts and figures
In 1998, an estimated 21,700 fires involving fireworks were reported to fire departments. There was $15.6 million in direct property damage as a result of these fires. Fireworks-related fires have typically caused at least $20 million in property loss (not adjusted for inflation) each year in the past decade. Download the latest fireworks report (March 2001) prepared by NFPA's Fire Analysis & Research Division. 

Fireworks state-by-state
While 10 states ban the use of all fireworks by consumers, 34 states and the District of Columbia allow some or all types of consumer fireworks. Here's a state-by-state breakdown compiled by the American Pyrotechnics Association.
NFPA model fireworks law
For more than half a century, NFPA has led the charge to protect the public from injuries and fires resulting from indiscriminate use of fireworks. The International Fire Marshals Association (IFMA) has prepared a model fireworks law which reflects NFPA's zero-tolerance policy on amateur use of fireworks.
Partnership with Atlantic Mutual Companies
Atlantic Mutual Companies has partnered with NFPA to deliver fireworks safety information in the spirit of the Risk Watch® philosophy of injury protection.
"Fireworks are pretty to look at, but very dangerous"
[image: Sparky the Fire Dog]Sparky the Fire Dog® knows that real fireworks should only be handled by trained professionals. That´s why NFPA´s official spokesdog invites children of all ages to create their own virtual fireworks display. Or, if you prefer doing things the old-fashioned way, you can make "fireworks" on paper using Sparky´s fireworks art project. Visit Sparky´s Web site for other safety tips and fun activities.
Risk Watch® - Fireworks safety role playing
"While walking through a park, you and some friends discover fireworks that someone has left behind. What should you do?" This NFPA Risk Watch lesson plan presents situations involving fireworks and asks students to plan and present skits demonstrating decisions that could result in risky situations.
NFPA Online Catalog
NFPA publishes several codes and standards on fireworks, all of which are available for immediate purchase and download in PDF format, as well as an educational brochure on "Fire Safe Holidays." 
			FIREWORKS FACT: On a typical 4th of July, fireworks cause more fires in the U.S. than all other causes combined. But because most people encounter the risk of fireworks only once a year, many Americans do not realize how great that risk is. Source: NFPA report on "Fireworks-Related Injuries, Deaths, and Fires in the U.S."









Safety first in Boston
Every year, the city of Boston has an impressive fireworks display, but never once is entertainment put ahead of safety. Read this fascinating article from the May/June 2000 issue of NFPA Journal. 
FAQs
NFPA's technical staff has answered some "Frequently Asked Questions" about dusts, explosion venting, and pyrotechnics. 
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