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Hunting Safety Tips





· Always point the muzzle in a safe direction.  Do not point a firearm or bow at anything you do not intend to shoot.  Keep your finger out of the trigger guard until the instant you are ready to fire.  Always keep the safety on until ready to fire.   
· Treat every firearm or bow with the same respect you would show a loaded gun or nocked arrow.  Every time you pick up a firearm check to see if it is loaded. Be sure the chamber and magazine are empty and that the action is open until ready to be fired.     
· Be sure of your target and what is in front of and beyond your target.  Before you pull the trigger you must properly identify game animals.  Until your target is fully visible and in good light, do not even raise your scope to see it.  Determine that you have a safe backstop or background.  Know how far bullets, arrows and pellets can travel.  Never shoot at flat, hard surfaces, such as water, rocks or steel because of ricochets.
· Unload firearms and unstring conventional bows when not in use.  Know how your equipment operates.  Store and transport firearms and ammunition separately and under lock and key.   Store firearms and bows in cool, dry places.  Use gun or trigger locks and guards when not in use. 
· Never climb a fence, or tree or a ladder with a loaded firearm or bow and arrow.  Never jump a ditch or cross difficult terrain with a loaded firearm or nocked arrow.  Never face or look down the barrel from the muzzle end.  Be sure the only ammunition you carry correctly matches the gauge or caliber of your weapon.  If you fall, be sure to disassemble the gun and check the barrel from the breech end for obstruction.  Carry a field cleaning kit.
· Be sure you know where your companions are at all times.  Never swing your gun or bow out of your safe zone-of-fire.  If in doubt, never take a shot. 
· Control your emotions when it comes to safety.  If you have just shot an animal you probably will be excited.  You may turn with a loaded firearm back towards your friends or run with a loaded firearm towards a downed animal with the gun safety off.  Show discipline.  Rehearse in your mind what the safe actions will be.  Show restraint and pass up shots that have the slightest chance of being unsafe.
· Wear hearing and eye protection.  Vibrations from gun blasts can cause loss of hearing.  Wear glasses to protect your eyes from escaping gases, burnt powder (especially black powder shooting), and other debris.
· Hunting Safety On The Water.  Know before you go about your boat, its equipment, and the weather.  Remember that Personal Flotation Devices are essential to safe waterborne hunting.
· Take a Hunters Safety Course.  Contact the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for an education course in your area.
· Don’t drink alcohol or take drugs before or while handling firearms or bow and arrow.  These substances affect emotions, making it easier to lose control.


Some 2006 Hunting Season Incidents:

· Squirrel ran down tree.  Bullet ricocheted off ground hitting victim in thigh.
· Dog running to retrieve duck caused shotgun to discharge fatally striking victim in chest.
· Victim carrying crossbow with safety off – accidentally pulled trigger and broadhead struck foot.
· Shooter shot at deer between him and victim – bullet grazed victim’s forehead.
· Shooter shot when he saw a “brown clump” thinking it was a turkey.  Victim had hundreds of pellet wounds to the back of head and right thigh.
· Victim fell while standing on logs – gun discharged striking foot.
· Victim was taking scope off firearm when gun discharged – blast injury to hand.
· 10 person deer drive.  Stander shot at deer and struck victim about 150 yards away fatally hitting victim in back of thigh.
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