SAFETY ALERT MESSAGE
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In recent weeks, many unvented heaters have been found in service at Force Protection guard posts.  A great number of these are propane heaters.  Most Force Protection guard posts are open-air sites with tents or tarps for overhead protection only.  Risks of carbon monoxide poisoning or asphyxiation are decreased with the open-air ventilation that exists.  Use of propane heaters are susceptible to valve leakage and tip over which could cause fire and/or explosion.  Tanks also pose vulnerable to targets, which could have catastrophic results.  In order to reduce the risks associated with these heaters, IAW USAREUR Pamphlet 385-15 the following requirements will be completed prior to and during use of heating systems:

1.  Do not use locally purchased items instead of available, tested, Army equipment.  Acquisition of nonstandard heaters is justifiable only in mission-critical situations.  In those cases, obtain only equipment meeting requirements of a responsible national standards organization, such as Underwriters Laboratories or the CE label for European Community approved heaters.

2.  Do not use portable systems on installations without local fire prevention authority approval.

3.  Heaters will be equipped with emergency fuel shut-offs and located on firm, level, fireproof bases.  The bases will be in a clear area, kept free of combustible material.

4.  Commanders will publish local SOPs that include these principles and spell out operation and maintenance procedures suitable to their particular equipment.

5.  A fire watch will be maintained and personnel briefed on alarm procedures, fire extinguishing, and early recognition of carbon monoxide poisoning.  Heaters will not run unattended.

6.  Fuel tanks will be located outside tents and shelters if possible.

7.  Heaters will be set up by competent individuals familiar with leak-test procedures.

8.  Heaters will be fueled, used, and maintained according to manufacturer’s instructions.
It is imperative that all Force Protection posts conduct the necessary risk assessments and reduce or eliminate the risks associated with the non-standard heaters.
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